NMAN WHO ENGINEEREDTHE PERALTA
CLAIN LIVING IN SQUALOR.

Now Looking After a Buach of Horses—His
Rise From a Tin Pedler to Afluence
Yorough Fraud—Seemed to Have a Clear
Title to Nearly 10,000 Square Miles of
jand—No Parallel to the Peralta Case.

Lo ANGELES, Cal,, July 24—A tall, thin,
my.hm-«d, haggard man who lives in a
jonely, squalid cabin home on the outskirts
of Albuquerque, N. M., where he earns a pit-
tance by lookipg after a bunch of horses along
the Rio Grande, has been the boldest, most
remarkable impostor the Southwest, and very
Mkely the United Btates, has ever known,
genator Teller of Colorado said recently that
this poor, broken, prematurely old man has
peen the most extraordinary forger of modern
tmes, and Robert G. Ingersoll wrote a few
years ago that this same man was the most
remarkable legal fabrioator he had ever heard of,

He 18 James Addison Reavis, or, as the peo-
ple in this region used to know him, Prince
Reavis. Through eighteen years of persistent
scheming, ceaseless activity and never-flagging
perseverance, he builtup a fraudulent title to
ever 18,400,000 acres of the most valuable
strips of Arizona and New Mexico, A dozen
of the leading lawyers of America believed
his claims to be unassailable, and for a time
1t seemed as If he would soon be vested with
the rights to the property he claimed. The
sverage oareer In forgery is limited to the
utterance of a dozen or possibly a score of
checks, drafts or negotiable notes, But
bere was a man who forged long deeds in
fpanish, inserted fabricated documents in
ancent and guarded publio records, invented
goyal Bpanish cedulas, manufactured wills
s century and more old, fabricated detalled
probate proceedings during the eighteenth
cantury, altered the Alcalde’s records at Guada-
lajara, Mexico, and the old cathedral records,
pow kept at Madrid, Spain. He got up old and
peautifully ocolored documents on parchment,
showing the births and baptismal records of
thirty-three ancestors, and altered archives
at the City of Mexico as oorroborative evi-
denoa.  He areated out of his own imagination
8 line of aristocratio, holy and rich ancestors
from Seville, Spain, in 1704, to Monterey, Mex-
foo, in 1858, He gave each ancestor an indi-
viduality and had a lot of traditions concerning
each ancestor. In this he exhibited as much
art as a novelist does In concelving a book
full of aharacters. And he did all this so in-
geniously and he worked out the plot so finely
that lawyers of national reputation believed
hi= chain of evidence was flawlesa,

Reavis was no ~ommon fImpostor, no
everyday achemer. He lald »~laim by inheri-
tan"e to a strip fifty-eeven miles wide, reah-
{ng from a north and south line near Pheenix,
Ariz.,, eastward over 218 miles to Sllver City,
New Mexi~o. Roughly estimated, the property is
worth about $88,000,000. It ~omprisea doubls
the area of land that thara is in Conne>ti>ut,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Delaware
put together, and a tract greate. than one-
half of the State of New York. It domprises
gold and sllver mines, & soore of or.pper mines
and smelters, thousands of sett'ers’ homes
and ranches, a half-dozen rallroads, vast frri-
gatlon systems, several Indian reservations,
many ~attle and sheep ranges, a few military
forts, mountain ranges, forests of pine, alfalfa
farms, five towns of over 4,000 population,
and elaven towna of over 2,500 people, beslides
a lot of mining and -attla *anps. “The pos-
eihilities of American >ltizenship are very
great,” sald President Cleveland once. Here
was a man who had paddled with a pack on
his back among the Missouri farmers, and had
once beat his way on the cars to San Francieeo,
with an almost confirmed title to a nearly
$100,000,000 estate,

The evidence of the impostor's title to thia
domain was so strong that more than $40,000
was advanoed to him from widely-known law-
yers and business men throughout the country
for the aolle~tion of still more eviden>e and
for tha prose~ution of his pretended rights.
When he was brought to trial in the United
Ktates Criminal Court in Santa Fé his private
aount books showed that he had de~eived
s#i'h men as Robert G. Ingersoll and Rogwe
Conkling of New York, Emory Storrs of Chi-
rago, Rivhard Kerens of St. Lonis and Senator
Btephen B. Flkins of West Virginia, to the ex-
tent that they had ea~h advan>ed $2,000, $5,000
and more several times, and had bought stocks
In the Peralta Company, whi®h was to manage
the vast property when the title was finally
confirmed. The Southern Pa-ifi Railroad
Company's attorneys looked into Reavis's
“laim to a good slice of Arlzona and New Mexico,
and they gave him $50,000 for a perpetual right
of way through his alleged grant. The Silver
Mining Company of New Mexico gave him $30,-
o0 for arelease of his pretended claim on their
property. The FEmpire Copper Company's at-
torney came out from New York to Pheenix
to examine into the Reavis claim on their mines,
and gave him $27,000 for a release.

Those were John Addison Reavis's pros-
perous days. His wife testified at his trial
for fraud and forgery that from 1857 until 1803
the Reavis family spent over $60,000 annually
from sums collected on her husband's claims
to the Barony of Arizona, Tha family lived
At the Windsor Hotel in New York city for
months at & time. They travellad to Europe
and lived in fine style In Paris and Madrid.
They had a retinue of servants and kept splen-
did equipages. In Madrid, Reavis enter-
tained the American legatipn at lavish dinners
that are still the talk of the city. In Guadala-
Jara, Mexico, whare Reavis took his family
and servants in a private car, when he went
to fix the ancient records about ona of his imag-

Inary ancestors, he gave $1,000 for new altar
ghnhu for the cathedral, and at Monterey he
ad a 81,600 drinking fountain set up on the
plaza to the memory of the fabricated an-
cestor from whom he said his wife inherited
er vast estate, At e tline Reavig had
three completely furnished and established
omes- ona In Washington, another in Chi-
uahua, Mexico, and a third in St. Louis.

In all the annals of erime thera's no parallel
# this, The case Is remarkable as the ?rﬂuut
aud ever attempted against the Govern-
ment in 113 own ecourts,” wrote Attorney-Uen-
eral Olney In his official report in 15805, Had
the clalm that Reavis set up to his little em-
ire in the heart of the Southwestern Terri-
ories been established, he would have dis-
Possessad eome 15,000 settlers of their homes,
f“'l he would probably have been the richest
and Inrd'nn sarth

The U'nite] States Governmentemployed a
dozen men during several years to search out

e clalms upon which Reavis based his title to
the enormous land grant. The long suits
that Reavis conducted in the United States
courts at Santa Fé, N. M., to establish his title,
and finally the trial of Reavis himself for con-
gl’"'&"\'. revealed the persistent manner of the
ullding up of the formidable bulwark of
'V}'}"Y\M to substantiate the Reavis titla.

i avls was born in a little Missourl town
n' M7 He was a tin pedler, and drifted
{nto real o<tate dealing. A man named Will-
“‘.‘ bronght him at St. Joseph, Mo., during
le A claim which he Inherited through a
r"”' an wrandmother to some S0,000 acres
of land In Puna, Maricopa and Pinal counties

Arizona. Willing nl{‘tha clalm had never

n adjudicated in the American courts under

‘.""I Treate of Guadaloupe. Reavis consulted
c”',""" lawyer and began work upon prose-
"ne the elalm. From the knowledge he

.ul"""l during tha Investigation of his client’s
thoked rights, Reavis got his first ideas townard
e "“‘“fllhhﬁwnl of a claim to the richest
ﬁd_rt of the Territories, Crude at the start,
the dreams of wealth and his conception of
"‘,'_ fmpire he might become possessed of
Whis!th time and clrenmstance.
pmoiie studving the Willing chain of title,
m_‘,‘l;_“l came upon several Spanish land grants
fory nothe early n)lfhlpmx ) century to terri-
cr{,:h,nf'“,"" New Mexico and Arizona. The
nesenae | i descriptions of the grants, the
olinds of the naming of the metes and
* fired the Missouri real estate agent's
Vagination, and abandoning all else he made
8" vonfirmation  of one  of the ancient
panish land grants his Iife work. It wos
.,‘f,':‘\"" Jmade In 1748 by the King of Spain to
3.100 00 el de Y.' ralta 4)" la Carboda, for some
Arizong, Fipes of land in what is now central
that was (heavis confossed At his trial that
olaim ~"“-‘ ' &erm of the famons Peralta land
and the . “lll"m sald he was a great grandson
de I..,““‘“‘ l,”{'-ll de<cendant of Don Miguel
zona 10 folloavis and Willing went to Ari-
i el the investigation of the title
eavis whn |”“' (il in the courts, but while
old Staniy, CoKing over the records in the
Spanish mission in Lox Angeles, Willing
suddenly dind at Prescott, Az, Twh doctors
::'["n‘ tiat he died of poison, Reavis hastened
b rescott and wathered up all his dead client’s
O'R“l‘g\":n‘h and effecqs
Is » active and incessant work upon t
Peraita claim began. il shu'edrkl deca ’:}

OUR GREATEST IMPOSTOR.

the claim to He induced
several wealthy mo%l n l'ﬁ San
ancisco to give him thousands of dollfn
or stock in the Peralta Estate Company which
he fo . With the p he hi law-
{:l‘s and went to Mexico and n in the in-
rests of the Peralta land grant. lx 1881
Reavis had got together so muci evidence
in support of his ownership of the Peralta grant
that he filed in the office of the United Sta
Burveyor-General of Arizona a formal -
tion praying that the Peralta grant be recog-
nlm‘.‘ under act of Congress of July 22, 1854,
relative to Spanish and Mexican land grants
existing at the time of the treaty of peace at
Guadalupe, Mexico. The people of Arizona
and New Mexico were thrown into cons -
tion at the news that Reavis was lly the
owner of all the property upon which they had
!gent thelr savings and years of wil, Dozens
of local lawyers sald that Reavia's title seemed
indisputable. Reavis pretended that durin,
I8 several years of investigation he had fo
at the grant comprised 12,600,000 acres, {n-
stead of 1,100,000 as he and Willing had believed.
o threatoned immediate dispossession suits
to Y“Ol'lﬂ who detled his claim to ownership of
their lands, buildings, mines and other prop-
erty within the houndary he set up as his. ~ Sur-
veyor-Gieneral Johnson of Arizona refused to
recognize the Peralta grant, although red
by Reavis's attornsys from every side.
Reavis suddenly became rich. ‘Hundreds of
eatgle ranchmen were frightened at his asser-
tion of a title to thelr rundgm and at his threats
to dis . They made terms with him by
the payment of small fortunes for releases,
In one day at the Royal Hotel in Prescott the
cattlemen of Yavapal county alone handed
over to Reavisa and his lawyers $17,000 for re-
ases. Reavis's claims cleuded the titles to
omea, business hlocks, mines and every form
of reaf estate within the great area he ascerted
was covered by the Peralta grant. For a few
"PArs no one dared buy any real estate within
e boundaries of the grant, unless a release
was given by the Peralta Fstate Company,
which meanf Reavis principally. 8o there
were thousands of settlers, miners, sheep herd-
ers, alfalfa_ranchmen, owners of homes and
Stores in Pheenix, Globe, Florence, Clifton,
Morency and other towns, who had to buy re-
leases from the Peralta Estate (‘omx:ndy before
they could sell their property. Reavis
could demand any price he thnufht the prop-

erty would bear before he wou I&W

ch A
klss taxtifled 'at the. fibavis tria]

himself.
Al

at the sum
of $33,500 was paid to Reavis in Graham county,
Arizona, in one yﬁ' by poor men and women
who were frightened at the claim to their hard-
earned DI‘ODOI;QJ.
The easy mode o{‘robbery whe the
of the imposter. He

organized at New Yo
eity, under the laws of .('.aw Jersey and New

Mexico, several mining companies and incor-
porated in them all the mines and smelters
and gold reduction works embraced in the
0,347 square miles mmpﬂsl’rzf the area of the
Peralta grant. That terrified the mining com-
panifes there, and he sold mining releases for
sums vary’lng from $8,000 to $70,000. The
Azteo Silver Company of Cochise alone settled
with Reavis In Boston for $85,000.

Meanwhile Burveyor-General Johnson had
been looking into the mass of documents, trane-
scriptions and maps flled In support of the Per-
altagrant. He announced in June, 1887, that the
claim was a frand and that Reavis was a rare
impostor. That checked the llection of
money for releases by Reavis and his severa
incorporations, But ’R»am never missed
day in his schemes and work in fortifying his
evidence 13 support of his claim. He went to
Maxico and Spain a half-dozen times and he
hastened to New York and Boston every few
weeks, He was always busy with lawyers,

The Suer»r-(ien»rnl had no sooner de-
nounced the Reavis claim to the Peralta grant
than Reavis brought to Arizona a young wife,
whom he introduced as theonly blood descend-
aut of Don Miguel da Peralta de la Cordoba,
That altered the complexion of the Reavis case
and brought fresh believers in the legality of
the pretensions, Reavis told a romantic story
of how, while he was inveatigating the Peralta
‘lrnm, e accldentally met a poor young woman
iving In a hamlet in Mexico. &ue showed him
some papers concerning her hirth, vhrlm«-uma
and parentage, und he was astonished to fin
that she was the survivor of old Don Peralfa.
Reavis said she had assisted him in unraveling
several snarls in the Peralta chronology, and that

he married her. om that time he signed
himself James Peralta Reavis, and he prose-
cuted his claim In his wife's interest, & insti=

tuted a suit during 150 in the Uni States
Court of Claims at Washington for damages
done his wife by jllegal disposition on the part
of the Government of lands within the Peralta
grant. He asked for damages to the amount
of $10,500,000. For two years the case went
forward ~\M\’P'. The Government eatablished
the Court of Private Land (laims to settle the
long standing disputes ahout Spanish and
Mexican land grants in the region ceded to the
United States by the treaty of (iuadalupe. The
Reavis=Paralta case came up in that court in
the spring of 1806,

As the trial of the case progressed a ver
formidable array of evidence was presented.
It showed the indomitable zeal, the unflagging
wrseverance and the ipventive resources of
teavis, No petty detail had been too small
for him to work ent and no labor too wearisome
for him to follow to the end. There had been
many changes in the modest Willing claim 10
1,100,000 acres of Arizona land in 1876, Now
Reavis prosecuted his elaim on behalf of his
wife the alleged great-great-granddaughter
of old Peralta, the friend of King Philip of
Spain in 1745, who made Peralta the first Baron
of Arizona in the New World, The Reavis side
brought great boxes of ancient parchment docu-
ments, deods  with  @orgeously illuminated
head=, sworn transeriptions from records in
Madrid, Seville and a half-dozen eities inMexico
Reavis had bundles of parchments to show all
the titles his wife's grandsire had, when and
how he eamo to Mexico and a host of corro-
borative doeuments bearing upon public acta
in hi= eareer.  There were bushels of papers in
Spanish to show how Mrs. Reavis was a de-
ceendant of the Baron of Arizona. Copies of oil
aintings were even introduced, showing the
ineaments of <ome Peraltas in different genera-
tions, There did not appear a weak link in the
wonderful ehain of evidence

Reavis and his wife were each examined and
cross-examined for three davs, and they were
never stirred in their testimonv econcerning
the long line of Peralta grandee genealogy
Reavis testitied to the number of children in
ench Peralta generation: he told the charao-
teristics, the wealth and influence of each, and
named dates with uncommon precisencas,  Mrs,
Reavis told how she was one of twin children
born to her mother in Sonora, Mexico: how
the mother died with parting injunctions that
the baby daughters ba informed of tha great
estate in Arizona and New Mexico that awaited
the Peralta heir who could assert his or her
rights in the United States ocourts, and how
the other twin child died later, lnving Mrs.
Reavis (nee Maso) the sole surviving heir to
the Peralta name and fortunes, The testimony
seemed most formidable

The diligent and careful Reavis supported
his wife's tostimony by producing a sworn copy
of several book< he had dug out of the musty
archives of the Avuntamiento at Guadalajara,
Mexico, These hooks, he alloged, showed the
probate records of Mrs, Renvis's father's will,
and of her grandfather's will, and apparently
proved a dozen points in the ehain of testimony
given by the voung wife as to how the barony
of Arizona had been transmitted from father
ta son for 118 vears. A certified copv of the
Spanish roval cedulos from 1881 to 1778 was
yresented under the stamp of the Ameriean
Minister at Madrid, with potent effect upon the
court It contalned the record of the achieve-
ments of the firet Baron of Arizona, and nar-
rated the genealogy of the first baron back to
the thirteenth century. So far a3 documen-
tary evidence went, it ssemed strangely correct.

Then several withesses were produced by
Reavis, who swore to Mrs. Reavis's birth and
parentage and grand-parentage.  Theso wit-
nesaps  tostified Jhat they had heard Mrs. Ren-
vis's grandfather say time and again that he
had documents to prove that he was entitled
to an enormous land grant in the Southwest
but that it would reguire lota of money and
hard work to prove the claim. There wera
other witnesses who told every event in Mrs,
Reavis's life from her birth to the trial.  United
States Senator White of Los Angeles said the
sroof was overwhelming, and it seemed as if

he United States must award Mres, Reavis pos-
gossion of the sirloin of Arizona, and about
one-third of New Mexico. Reavis and his wife
saw an empire about to fall into their hands.

Then the defenee came on. Luckily the
United States Government had in its o'm?!m' in
the Southwest Matthew (i. Revnolds us United
Stiates Attornev for the Court of Private Land
Claims. Mr. Revnolds and seven assistants
had been as carefully and persistently at work
preparing for the trial as Reavis had. Mr, Se-
vero Mallet-Prevost, a Spanish seholar, and at
one time Secrotary of the Venezuela Boundary
Commission, was emploved on the Government
glde of the case for threen yvears. Attorney-
General Olney knew the formidable evidence
which Reavis would present, and he gave carte
blanche orders to spare no effort to prepare .3
strong defence,  Mr, Malist-Provost and severa
others travellad from the City of Mexico to
San Franciscoond Santa Fémany times, Weoka
were snent in overhauling archives in a half-
dozen eathedrals and old Spanish headquarters
in Mexico, The same investigators were four
months in Madrid and Saville. Every polnt of
evidence that Reavis had prepared during
elghteen vears of labor and scheming was in-
vestigated, Mr. Revnolds found where Reavis
had offered a bribe to a priest in Guadalajara to
ot him interpolate o few words in a volume of
ha mal records.  That started Mr. Revnolds
onanew tack. It was found by close exami-
nation that the Mexican Government archives
had been polluted by Reavis: that he had eraft-
il rernoved pazes from records and substituted
other pages referring to somne l’t-l:tl]h’l and (he
nivthical barony of Arizona. The Snanish
artl<t who had made with brush and paint the
filuminated heads of his old tatteredparchment
doenments was found and his deposition taken,

Mr. Mallet-Prevost observed in his study of
Reavis's old papers, that while the Spanish in
the mator part of the sentences was correct, it
bhecame peasant or Mexican Bpanish in all refer-
ences to the Peraltas and the barony of Arizona.
There were soveral wlaring anachronisms in
the Peralta letters,  Also. in the roval Spanish
cedwlan there were two grave historieal Incon-
sistencies. For instanece, one  cedula  offered
by Reavis was dated 1742, and in it was refer-
enee to the General of the Internal Provinces
of New Spain: whereas, thera were no internal
provinees in New Spain until 17668

Investigation showed that there was not one
Iine In any unmutilated Mexican or Spanish

5%

records to show that any such man as Donl

1!_(\“60 ta de la Cordoba ever and

that the M.y 3 oxlntoc}":&y
vis's ination. Priests told how Reav
bol-l{c Y anclent portraits of Spanish grand-

*8, which he swore were pictures of rioh,
hnu&bt.v eraltas, Marriage, baptismal and
death records had been ingenlously doctored
E show documentary facts concerning a myth-

al family, The all-important royal cedvia
sh the appointment of Don Miguel Peralta

on 0 na, was shown on mieroscopio

tlon by Mr. Mallet-Prevost, to have baea
D Its original form a cedula rron;({(r Philip
V., informing-the loyal citizens uadalajara
of the royal appolntment of Count de Fuencjara
as Viceroy of New Spaln.  In one anclent book
Reavis had interpolated twenty-two ingen-
fously and patlently written pages about the
E;!ru.ltn ancestry, so that only persistent invest-

atlon revealed the fraud.

Other investigators employed by Mr. Rey=
nolds for the Government e forward and
swore that Mrs. Reavis was a half-breed Mex|-
oan who had lived in Sacramento \Valley In
California since she was a little girl. They
produced g)hnm‘rlphs of her when she was
a child. She had not been In Mexico until
she went there with Reavis to Jm-pn.re for the
prosecution of the Peralta lan ant  clalm.
A witness from Pomona, Cal, showed where
Reavis had taken out a license to warry the
witness's daughter two years after he said
he Wodaod the heiress o; the Peralta grant.
Another witness testifled that Reavis had nlp-
proached her with an offer of marriage if sho
would join him in his legal fight to émlm her-
seif off as the great-great-granddaughter
of the on of Arizona. A young maun tes-
tifled that Reavis spent nearly a yvear in seek-
ing some bright young Mexican woman of hazy
origin  who would be a sagaclous heir to the
barony of Arizona. Still another witnesa tes-
tifled that Reavis met his wife on_a railroad
train between RNacramento and Red Bluff,
and that he spent months in coaching her on
the Peralta ancestry before they were married.

The Court of Private Land Claims unani-
mously rejected Keavis's claim. The same
day he was arrested for conspiracy. He was
tried -MU{: Mrs, Reavis went on the wit-
ness stand.  Under a searching cross exarmina-
tion she broke down and confessed that she
ha n married solely because her husband
wanted some oune to help his cluln;‘m the myth-
l‘cﬂl !l:u.ron of Arbl;gmi.k‘\ma M" ‘teur‘s glg
old how ?.d n taken exico to a
quaint her with the local color of upposed
home there, and how had boonhain'lod dally
for vears concerning what she was to say of her
uh&dhh recollections and the Peralta history.

eavis was convicted and sentenced to t
United States penitentiary at Santa F4 for sl
vears, That was in January, 1805. He earn
time by good conduct, and {ast September he
was set at liberty. There are four indictments
hanglng over him, but he {s a shrunken, hageard
man in wretched health, and it is not likely
he will ever be tried on any of them.

MIDDLE-OF-ROAD ACTIVITY.

A “Third Party Movement' of Some Impor-
tance -Where Its Fffects Will Be Felt.

The National Convention of the Middle-of-the=
Road Populists, which put Barkar and Donnelly
in the fleld on May 10, was particlpated in by
975 delegates, the representation of the various
States and Territories being based upon the
demonstrated voting strength of the Populist
party at the 1898 election and not upon the divise
fon of eleotors among the States. New York
had only 18 delegates, Pennsylvania, from
which the Presidential candidate was chosen,
only 14, and New Jersey 8, but Texas had 123,
Kansas, &6; Alabama, 62; Minnesota, 48, Nebraska
48, lowa, 21; and South Dakota, 17,

In the Presidential eleation of 1868 the “Popu=
list" vote for Bryan and Watson was separata
from the Democratic vota for Bryan and Sewall
in only seventeen of the forty-flve States, and
in theee it was nearly a quarter of a million,
In most of the other States the Demooratic and
Populist Flectoral tickets wepe the same under
A division wherehy one party had the choicen
of some and the other party of the balance to
which the State was entitled. Thus in Jowa
the Demoerats got 10 and tha Populists 8, in
Nebraska there were 4 Democrats and 4 Popu-
lists, In Wisconsin thera were § Demoerats and
8 Populists, and in California 5 Democrats and
4 Populists, The arrangement under which
this fusion was made provided that all the
Electors, if chosen, should vote for Bryan for
President, but that on the Viee-Presidency
they shonld vote for the candidate of the party
to which thev awed their selection -the Demo-
crats for Mr. Sewall and the Populists for Mr
Watson

I nder this arrangement Mr. Sewall received
149 votes In the Electoral Collage and Mr. Watson
27, an arrangement which in no wise reflected
the division between the two parties, for in
Arkansas, in which Mr. Sewall received five
votesand Mr, Watson 4, the divigion of the two
parties on the vote for Governor in the same

ear was as follows' Democratio, 81,000, and
dopulist, 13,000, and In Georgia, of which Mr.
Watson was a resident and in which the Populist
eandidate for Governor polled in the same vear
&5, 000 votes, all the Electors were for Mr. Sewall—
Watson received none )

Sinee 1808 many  of the former Populists
have directly joined with the Democrats, and
the estrangement betwesn the original or
Middle-of-the-Road Populists and the Fusion-
fst4 has increasad steadily. The Middle-of-
the-Road men have their Presidential ticket
in the field, and they have determined upon
gaparate State nominations in Nebraska, Ken-
tueky, Nhnois, and A number of other States,
What makes the Middle-of-the-Road Populist
movement more formidable than that of any
of the other "ontside” parties this year is the
fact that tho?' are most pumerous in the doubt=
ful States, It 1x different with the other par-
ties, outside of the regulars, for the Gold Demo-
crats, so called, showed in 1868 that their sup-
porters were nearly all in the strong McKinley
States, This condition of things rules wit
the Prohibitionists as well, who received their
largest vote in 1808 in the two States of New
York and Pennsylvania, which gave respeo-
tvely 268000 and 205,000 plurality for McKin-

LA
. &Thn Middle-of-the-Road Populists are most
numerous in the belt of States where heretos
fore Bryvan has been strongest, particularly in
Nebraska, Kansas, Sonth Dakota and Minne-
gota, They are very numerous, too, though
that is of much less political fmportance, in
the State of Texas, and in Ohjo four years
ago they polled 26,000 votes and in California
21,000, the number of straight-out Populists
being in the same contest 48,000 in Kansas

An active eampaign by the Middle-of-the-
Road men would beof little importance probably
in the States of the East, regardless of the
fact that their Presidential candidate has boen
chosen from this region; but in close States,
such as Kentucky or Indiana, for instanee,
the activity of the Middle-of-the=Road men
brings noencouragement to Democratico leaders
and in Nebraska and Kansas is a distinet an
gorious menace to any prospeet of Democratio
suecess,  The Middle-of-the-Road men in Maine
were much opposed to Arthur Sﬂ'\:nll four
years ago and polled 2,500 votes for Watson.

TWO BIG AND RARE TORTOISES,

On Thelr Way From the Galapagos Islands to
the London Zoo.

Two crates containing live tortolses passed
through the New York offloes of Wells, Fargo
& Co, within a few days. They wera of the
rarest species known, and were consigned to a
Boston firm who will forward them to the Ton-

don Zoo.

This species of tortolse can be found in but
two localities, the Aldabara Islands in the Indian
Ocean and among islands of the Galapagos
group, 700 miles west of the coast of Ecuador,
The specimens which passed through this city
are from the latter group.  The islands are of
voleanic origin, little else than corrugated strips
of lava, agd, owing to the flssure-like forma=
tion, it 1s diMecult to capture the tortolse. A
last successful expedition eccupled six months
before a single tortoise was secured. It isstated
that with the exception of two other tortoises
of this species, one in the London Gardens and
the other a pet about the grounds of ex-Queen
Lilinokalani in Honolulu, these are the only
gpecimens in captivity,

The tortoises weigh over 500 pounds and
measure ten feet in kirth behind the fore flip-
per<.  Acecording to Mr. James Knelssen, who
accompanied the tortolses, the shell plates in-
dicate an age of 350 vears for each, When
these reptiles reach the London Gardens the
collection of the species of the Testudinata
order will he eomplete and the only one of its
sort in the world, Mr. Walter Rothschild
director of the London Gardens, has Instriacteg
his agents, the Blake Company of Boston, to
use every means possible to secure the one in
Honoluln ) )

Becanse of the difienlty in keeping the tor-
toises alive in this climate thay wera shipped
hy fast express, The tortoises are valued at
$10,000

Primitive Methods In Savings Banks,

"Primitive methods of identification prevail in
some of the eity savings banks whe' the ushers
are distributing the passhooka aft r amoiints
of interost have been enterad. For instance,
Tom O'Brien’s name i= called and any person,
man or woman may claim the book from tho
nsher. Frequently It happens that the owner
{s ut the other end of the room awaiting his
turn.  The usher usks no questions of claim-
an's unless a dispute arises. Of course the
owner i< supposed to look out for h s book, but
as he must take a seat. <ometimes far removed
from the interest wndow, mistakes and impo-
sitions ensily happen  Two per<ons of similar
rame often get their books mixed, bitt as a rule
the exchange Is effected without much trouble,
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DOBLEY AFTERABUNGALOW

THOUGHT NI HAD FOUND ONE, BUT
IT PROVED -TO BE A BARN.

Bullt Up Hope on an Alluring Advertisement
in the Morning Paper and Took Mrs,
Dobley on a Fruitless Trip to Trolleyhurst-
by -the-Sea- Makes Some Sarcastic Remarks,
“Just listen to this,” said Mr, Dobley, who
was reading the morning paper; “doesn't it
sound alluring?

““To let-—For the remainder of the season
at a sacrifice; $100; a oOne-room oot tage,
turnished, thirty feet from the surf, Address
Owner, Trolleyhurst-by=the-Sea,”

“It doesn’t sound u bit alluring to me,” said
Mrs. Dobley. “What could one do with a one-
roomed cottage? You couldn't live in it. And
then—thirty feet from the surf? [t sounds
as though it might be a bathing house?”

“We wouldn't necessarily have to live in
it,” said he. “My idea would be to use it as
a bungalow.”

“Bungalow?” asked Mrs. Dobley. “I don't
know that I just understand what yvou mean,”

“Why, a bungalow {8 something unconven-
tional in the way of a house,” explained Mr,
Dobley. “Itis the very sort of thing that ap-
peals to people fond of the unconventional.
It's a little bit different from the flshing hut
that the Cape Codder lives in.  You know the
most exclusive of Boston's literary people
spend their summers in those cabins and do
their own cooking and go about in their bathing
suits, It's a case of escaping the sham of the
summer hotel life. They sleep in hammocks
and galn vitality from the sun and the sand,
two of the most powerful forces {n the uni-
verse, I tell you it ie an ideal way of living
in the summer. I have a great mind to answer
this advertisament and see what the place is
like,*

“It oan't be anything much or they'd ask
more rent,” said Mra, Dobley, “It is prob-
ably some tumble-down old place with horrid
things in the way of furniture.”

“What a strangely pessimistio turn your
Imagination takes, Now I plcture it as a
charming little place built on posts so that
the ocean comes up around the piazza at high
tide and you can fish off the back porch, It
{8 probably finished in hard wood with a Japan-
ese pagoda effect about the roof. Its owners
have suddenly decided to go abroad and realize
that thera are hundreds of persons who would
only be too anxious to live in such a place, 1
ecertainly should,”

“Whatever could vou do with 112" asked
Mrs, Dobley,

“I should make it a temporary home by the
sea. I'd glve house partles and bathing par-
ties and have a boat tied up at the front door.
It would ba a retreat to flee to after a humid
day in town, and yet there would be that per-
fect freedom- that atmosphers of unconven-
tionality —-"

“I should =ay there would. How could you
give housa partles in one room?”

“I should swing hammocks all around the
piazza,” replied Mr. Dobley, “Nothing is
more delightful than sleeping out of doors
in & hammock with the sea sobbing {ts end-
lpss song of summer in one's ears,”

“But yon don't even know that the house has
a plazza.”

“You seem detarmined to condemn the place
hefora yvou have heard anything about {t,”
said Mr. Dobley reproachfully. *I shall im-

mediately answer this advertisement and find
ont where the bungalow is. You must learn
w be wora optimistic in your {maginings,
Mrs. Dobley.  Our thoughts are all realities,
you know.’

“If that is a fact, then that one-roomed cot-
tage 1s & delusion and a snara,” said Mrs, Dob-
ley.  “That is what my thought is about it.”

“According to mine,” said Dobley, “it is an
opportunity.”

Next murninﬁ'ﬂ mall bronght a reply. Mr.
Dobley read it impressively to his wifa:

“The cottage is thirty feet from the surf
line, and it is very conl nights,  There are two
doors and a heavy piece of canvas that can be
used as a partition  The bathing is first class,

I am sure that you will be ple with the
dace and will ba eomfortabla hera. The
revzes - Trolleyhurst by the Sea.”

“That sounds awfully funny to me,"” sald

Mrs. Dohlav, “twa doors and a piace of canvas'
It dossn’t say one word about the condition
of the house, and If they speak of the number
of doors, why not state the number of windows?"

“Don’t yvou know,” he explained, “that all
thesa hungalows are constructed with the
idea of getting the breeze, no matter how the
wind is. The tvo doors in 8 one-room house
indicates that the architeet has had this in
mind and doubtless It is a charmingly ecool

place

“It savs ‘eool nlghts' " raplied Mrs. Dob-
Iy “How in the world could it be warm
nights thirty feet from the surf?”

they don't_care to promise too
much,” said Dohley. “They ara peopla with
consclenees, They ara not obligad to push
this cottage on people by foree or by vivid
word deseriptions, It is a case of take it if
vou wish or leave it There is a caliu dignity
about the very handwriting that 1 like im-
mensely.  They don't rave about the eottage,
They stmply stata its points modestly, ‘I
am sure you will be pleased with the place
and that you will be comfortable' That's
all we wish to know."

“How about that plece of heavy canvas?
Doesn't that seem odd to you?”

"It seems  delightful!” exclaimed Doblay,
“Quite like a Stockton story! It gives the last
nota ol unconventionality. T am more oharmed
than ever with the prospect. [ shall eall It
“The Bungalow.” I have a great mind to tele-
graph at once and secure it.”

“Not without seeing it, surely?”

“But it will prnlmhl,\- he -na?r«; up hy some-
one at onee,” suggested Dohley: “that's the
trouble with these good things!
in alead of you.”

“Take my advice and see it first,” sald Mrs.
Dobley

“Then I shall start at once and will telephone
you the result.”

“T am afraid vou will take it in a hurry with-

“EY l'|o'h'ii'

Peopla get

out investigating It, if you go alone. Wait
until aftegnoon and I'll accompany you?”

“And il the bungalow rented to some
onn else!  No—to hesitate is to lose it, Some-
thing tells me to go at onee”

“then 11 go, too!” sald Mre, Dobley.  “I'll

let evervthing else go and get ready at onee ™

“I can sea it in my mind's eye,” said Doblay,
aaily, “with cushions and hammocks all about
the veranda: a camera and a marine glass
within reach—the small boat idly rocking
in the waves. It will be like lving in a yacht,

Mrs. Dobley smiled, “Then it's lovely to
think of those two doors,” she said, “We
ecan go In one and out the other. It will give
us variety!"

The Dobleya proceeded by way of varlous
hoats and cars with many delays and waits
until thay reached Trolleviorst

“Thera s the ocean!” exclalmed Dobley,
“There was no misrepresentation abont that'”

“It must be one of thosa queer little houses
along the Beach,” said Mrs. Dobley, “They
are nearly all bullt alike.”

“They are extremely pieturesque!  The place
exceods my wildest imaginings, "

“There's not u bit of shade,” <ald Mrs, Dobley

“No--shade trees rarely grow in the surf
owing to the laws that govern those matters,”
gald Dobley. “Shade trees are a mistake.
When vou shut out the sunlight, you shut out
life itself.  Besides that I Intend to have stripad
AwWnings ntmnr out from the plazza: that will
@ive a Trouville effect to the house.”

The Dobleys waded throngh the scorching
sand and stopped at every cottags, but without
resinlt.  No one seemed to know where ‘The
Broezea' was and Mrs, Dobley wanted to give
up the search when Dobley sald: “There's
only one housa on the beach that we haven't
been at and it mmust be the one. ™

"It can't he as large as that,” sald Mrs,
Dobley,

“T'll wager that it !sthat long low rakish cot-
tage painted vellow.”

“But that has a ladder swung on a pulley for
a front stoop”

“The same!” said Dobley enthusiastically,
“They holst the steps ke a drawbridge when the
tide comes in.  It's what vou eall a portenllis
and I've always wanted one. And when the tide
is high yon have a moat—a private moat right
at the door.”

A\ voung man sat reading upon the broad
voranda. There wera tlowers about in tubs
and plauts growing in shells and itlooked very
cool and pleasant.

“The Breezes-—ahov!” sald Dobley

The voung man looked up from his book.
"Have vou come about the advertisement?*
he a<ked

“I.xactly,” aaid Dobhley,

“Come right up,” said the voung man. The
Dobleys climbed up the ladder stops elinging
to the rope

“It will he exactly like living on board ship,”
said Dobley, as he reached the top and assisted
Mrs. Dobley over the side

The voung man placed chairs,  His face was
seversly studions. 1t seemed ke a face that
had never similed

“I suppose you want to see mother?” he said,

A little old lady eame across the pinzza and
greeted the Dobleys warmly.  “We have had
g0 many visitors about the cottage that I'm
quite tired out,” she said

“But you have not yet closed with any of the
apolicants, I hope,” said Dobley, anxionsly

“No, but there are soveral partios that want
it nnd have promised to wire Tt is o desirable
location, vou see "

“It I an ideal spot,” said Dobley: “the ocean
s magnificent!  The view superb!™

“Some people want so much in the way of

luxury,” said the old lady. “They do not seem
to appreciate the pleasure there is in camping
by the sea in this fashion.”

“1t is a dream life!" said Dobley,

“A one=room cottage sounds rather restricted,”
she went on, “but one of the happiest summers
1 ever spent was in a4 one-roomn cabin in the
mountains. My husband and 1 took it for a
season despite the laughter of our friends;
but we gained in health and strength and en-
Joyed the experionce thoroughly.”

"We find life atqummer hotels very tiresone,*
sald Mr. Dobley, "and that is why this idea ap-

aled to us, hen your terms are really very
ow. In fact It 18 satisfactory in every way
Wa did not expect anything so entirely in‘accord
with our ideas "

“It's a magnificent part of the beach,”
the old lady, “and the bathing is very fine!”

“If we might look at the house?” suggested
Mrs. Dobley.

“Certainly.”

The Dobleys rose and walked toward the

oorwn{.
“Oh, It isn't this house!” said the lady.

"No?" said the Dobleys.

“No, it's a_little cottage just back of this*
she explained. She went down the ladder stoop
with sgrhuy step while the Dobleys climbed
down backward. They followed her around
to tha back of the house. Conversation had
ceased for the time.  They looked about on all
sides for the cottage,

“Where Is it?" asked Mrs. Dobley.

“It ix this little cottage,” said the old lady,
stepping up a slanting gang plank that ex-
tended Into the sand from an unpainted stable

“Thar'” exclaimed Mrs. Dobley indignantly.
“Why, that Is a barn!”

“There was a carriage in it once for two
weeks,” sald the owner. “It has never been
used exoept for that time.”

“There are two doors,” said Dobley to his
wife in a hoarse whisper,

“Why, the whole front of the barn is door!”
said Mrs, Dobley.

“Yes, there is plenty of air,” sald the owner,
swlnflnc the big doors open. There was a
{)lan stretched across the opening that she had
0 bend to get under. The interior of the place
wgnthn o ? hr:}l(ﬂ;l’\ kept stable, &

0 you th \0se mangers are the proper
helght for us?” asked Dobley.

“They are handy for books,” sald the old

Y.
“And the stalls are ronm{ and comfortable,”
sald Dopley. “One would have room to kick."”

“Wont you m-r inside?” said the owner.
“Thie canvas partition is an idea of my son's.
It tt.;\m gﬂ the stalls. It is a comfortable little

oottags.

“For horses, perhaps,” sald Mrs. Dobley
haughtily,

“To me It has a Biblical atmosphere,” said
Dobley, “a dim religious alr. It ought to have
stainad glass windows instead of those little
slanting shutters. They're rather high up,
aren't they, only a few feet from the roof?”

“You could use the loft for sleeping purs
poses,” said the owner.  “You sea my son has
rigeed up a rope ladder?”

“I should Imagine,” said Donley, “that with
some nica frosh steaw it wonld be very come-
fortable. 1T see yon have a dainty set of feed
baw~ there ™

“Well, T think it's horrid'” said Mrs. Dohley,

“Oh, It von want a high-toned cottage you'll
have to pay for it," said the owner of The Breeze,
*This is only & hundred dollurs.®
T "\}-- certiinly do not want a barn!"” said Mrs,

Yohley
“The air here |

said

evidently a great tonie for
makite the nerve strepnous,” caui Dobloy,

There i< no fluer,” said the owner

“It's uot what we wish, " said Mrs. Dobley

“If you hear of any one who would lke it
sugizestod the old lady, "ask them 1o come down
and look at it I've heard that artists like cots
tages of this kind

“If the mangers weren’t <o high 1'd take it
mvself," suid Dobley, “but we might have a
stahle boyv 1o look after nus of course, [ like
this vlank across the doorwm If one walked
in Lis slecg it would eateh hiim in the chest and
wake bt witha jar

Nir: Dabilsy hurried off in response to a per-
embtory call frone Mrs. Dobley, who was already
half way up the beach

‘I told vou what the Bungalow would amoeunt
to,” «he <ald. “T never heard of such andacity
l;ln-nld inst like tohiave told her what I thought
of her, "

“The feedbags were neat,” mused Dobley,
“and the stalls certainly were roomy., They
had those new patent holters Of eonrse
the mangers were hich: that was the chief ob-
Jection that Tsaw.  Ntil we might @at used to |t
in time”

‘1 don't see how yvou ean joke about {t," sajd
AMre= Dobley, “T1 fee]l very much annoyed and
very oross and tired tramping over the sand in
the sun.”

“Then let us proceed to the Trolleyhurst Inn
that I ~ee {n the distance and we shall have soma
luncheon, ™ said Mr. Dobley, leading the way to
that hotel]

“What shall we have?" asked Mrs. Dobley as
she seated herself at a tahle,

“1 think some frappéd oats and a good bran
mash with hay and water will be nice " said
Daoblay “After that we'll run loose In the
meadow and get a feed of grass.”

BUSH OP THE BOWERY.

President of a Crab Catchers' Club Mistakea
for Sharkey at Rockaway.

ONLY

James Bush. managar of tha Equitahle Hotel
on the Bowery and better known as the Presi.
dent of the Cliftord Crab Catehers’ Club, went
to Hockaway Beach several days ago to
spend his vaecation  Befora he went Bush
sald to a erowd of his friends: “T am going to
go round In a sweater, run ten miles a day and
lHve in and around the water I want to forget
this humid New York. Perhaps I may cateh
a few erabs fust to nphold the reputation of the
clnh "

Bush bears a striking resemblance to Tom
Sharkey the pugllist, and on the following
morning just after daybreak when he appeared
on the sands of Rockaway Beach clad In a red
sweater and  close-fitting tighta of the same
material he attracted much attention from
the natlves who were the only ones astir at
that hour

“As [ live,” said Col Remsen, the Nestor of
senside, “that {s Sharkey, the celebrated fight-
g man, I know him by his pieture. [ am
going to shake hands with him."”

“I am glad to meet you, Mister Sharkey,”
said Col Remsen, as he held out his hand to
Bush. “Welcome to Rockaway. Isuppose you
are training for another fight?"

“Oh, yes," sald Bush as the humor of the
aftuation dawned on him.

“1 am going to get down to weight for my
coming fight with Corbett which will take
place after Sept 1 on a scow just off Barren
Island "

I'p to noon vesterday Bush was a soclal
Hon at Rockaway HBeach among a certain
class. Hote! keepers vied with one another
fnn entertaining him and his presence in some
of the hotels always bronght a erowd, to the
delight of the proprietor-. When Bush ran
along the beach in the morning he was watehed
by a gaping crowd and it was considered an
honor to shake hands with any one who «hook
hands with Sharkey. He was the guest gt a
number of private clammbakes

Bush's undoing took place }'ei'ﬂrdﬂ)'. A
crowd of members of the Clifford Crab Catehers’
Club decided to visit him and give him a sur-

riso party.  About twenty of them went to
ﬁ----kuw:u' Beach  early \'n-n!ordur morning,
They wore white outing hats and Yadges of
red made in the shape of a erab, which is the
insignia of the club. When they reached the
bench they made inguiries for Bush, but nobody
had ever heard of him At Blum's Hotel, where
Bush was stopping, nobody knew such a man
They then made a search along the beach and
stopped short when Roh Cliford. the standard
bearer, gave a yell and exclaimed;

“There he f8! thera he 13! Just look at what
he Is doing!” -

Bush dressed in his gaudy costume with his
sleeves rolled up was displaving his muscles
to two middle-aged men who wore black clothes
and who belonged to a Sunday school picnle
party.

".\in)‘ we feel of those tremendous muscles,
Mr. Sharkey?” asked a young woman in the
party ¥

Certalnly,” sald Rush with a smile, and a
pair of kid gloved hands gently pressed his
right arm, At this juncture the visiting mem-
bers of the club bore down on him with such
exclamations as “hello Jim, how are you en-
foving your vac.sion? When are you going
back to work again®”

Bush tried to quiet the erowd, but was un-
sicoessful - The young women and the two
middle-aged Sunday  school plenickers I»-u%
A retreat  and  <oon  the news  flashec
all  around Rockaway that  the supe
posad Tom Sharkey was only Jlm Bush of
the Bowery. The crab catchers staved with
Bush all dav and entertained him as Jim Bush,
but he ent short his vaeation and came back
to New York with them vesterday afternoon

“What could T do’" he said to his friends
and protectors. “Thev insisted that 1 aod
Sharkey and I had to stick to it When T 1<)
some fellows who I was they only laughed
and sald, ‘You ean’t fool us, Tom; we know
yon" "

Irrigation Destroys Shell (reek Fish,
From the Schuyler, Neb., Sun,

A few days ago a dam was put in on Shell
Creek  for irrigation purposes. The entire
flow of water was et off and subverted to the
adioining fleld, leaviug the ereek below to run
dry. No water was loft below the dam but
small pools and thousands of fish were killed
on this account. People went into the amall
holes and threw out ten and fif teen-pound fish
of all kinds with pitchiorks. The finest kinds
of eat, bas<, &c, wore secured. It {= undoubt-
edlv a good thing to irrigate, but it is not right
or just 1o the people and the State to thus cut
all thie water out of the ersek and cause wantorn
waste of thonsands of good fish.  Porhaps {1t
wii# thoughtlessness on the part of those who
didit. At any rate it is hoped that such a thing
will not oceur again.

MILLIONS OF TIES REQUIRED.

The Rallroads Demand More Every Yearand
the Supply Is Getting Shorter.

A problem of increasing perplexity 1o the
railroads of this country is the question of the
tle supply. In some places it has already be-
come serious. The maln sources of supply are
far removed from the near neighborhood of
rallroads. It was not long ago that the railroads
were concerning themselves mainly about the
question of the price of ties, but of recent vears
there has been anxiety lest they should be un-
ahle to procure enough for their purpose at an¢
price.  All sorts of more or less expensive ex-
peritnents with ties have been tried, with as vet
but little or no success,  Themost that has been
done is probably in the direction of adapting
means of prolonging the life of the individual
tie. There are a great many clever railroad
men and practical chemists engaged in the
work of invention, and the man who discovers
some compound that may be cheaply manu-
factured and will serve the purpose s sure to
make an enormous fort une.

Not anly would such an invention relieve the
anxiety regarding the source of the tie supply,
but it would materially reduce the cost of track
making. There is nearly a ton of steel in every
thirty feet of standard single-track railroad,
but the cost of ties in the same distance is even
greater than that of the metal. A railroad,
such as any of the big trunk lines running into
New York, has to buy ties by the hundreds of
thousands each vear, and the order to stop buy-
ing never goes out of the office. They want all
they can get, and a man with a steamer load of
ties in the port of New York would have almost
as ready a market as if it were loaded with gold.
Nothing has ever beon found that will success-
fully take the place of the hand-hewn tie of
young, growing timber, and at the present rate
the demand for ties actually threatens the ex-
tinotion of the forests of America.

Ounly a few figures are necessary to demon-
strate that this is not an exu:gerated view of
the sltuation, A new mile » tandard single-
track railroad, without takh. . = o consideration
the switch tracks and side tracks, requires
about 4,500 ties.  The average life ol a railroad
tie §s about five vears, so that i ten years a
railroad will use ties at the rate of about 40
for every mile ol track. This reans that each
and every year the Pennsylvania Ratlroad Con-
pany requires two and a half willions of ties

for that part of their system case of Pitishurg
that the New York Centrad reguires  neary
270000 between  New  York  and  Buialo,
and that the Erie Ratlroad requires in the neigh-
borhood of two millions every year between
Jersev Clty and Salamanca.  These are figures
that any one mnay easiy veriiy. 1t s Do wonder
that thoughful rallroad 1oen are dswilk then-
selves the question where the supply s coning
from in a hundred years or ffry or, perhaps, in
thirtv, 1t is estimated that under tue best
]m-slhln clreumstanoes, and making no allow-
ances for flire and other aceldents, 11 would re-
quire a plot of ground 2,9 acres i extent 1o
grow a miliion ralroad tes, and 1t would require
fully thirty vears to develop then,

In Arerica lnnbering hag alway s been a nore

or lnss  haphazara business.  The  ploneers
found unbroken torests of matured trees, and
in tnoe they simply devastated thew Pheir

sticerssors seized upon the parts wioch ooeied
inducements for settlement on account of the

agrouitural  possibilities, and upon the re-
maimder was allowed to row a4 tangle ol brush
which wis conguered in time by e trecs of

As often
and

andd more tenacious growth
trees attamed a marketable

sturdier

a~ these PZEN

the devand for paterial tor hnndreds of new
and rowing towns and cilies was e, Lhe
forests were again invaded and again given
over to Nature's undisputed process ol Leal

ing. But Nature was never, or at least very
rarely, tratned or aided in her selection of 1w
usetul for man.  In those conntries whete the
thing= of Namre and  those of cwvilization
were on A inore equal basis these atiers woere
looked alter more wisely and in Germany, tor
example, torestry ha long been a serious pro=-
fossion and a profitable sclenee

RBut in America Nature was too predominating
and too lavish, it was an snemy something
to be fought down and subcued  And notning
indicates the carelessness of American lnmbwr-
fng methods more than o history of the trade
in ralroad ties.  New rallroads found plenty of
avallable material where the read Wy 1o ba
laid out, in a tew years this supply became ex-
hansted in places, and ties had to be transported
from other places along the route, sill a few
yvears and the supply had 1o be procured from
places unknown to the engine’'s whistle: and
nowndays the main supply comes from the
most inacoassible places In the early dayvs ot
railroading 1t was no uncommon thing to re-
ceive great quantities of cedar and othar woods
which are now regarded us alinost precious
One of the New York ralroadsbhiought a ship-
ment of ties in Virginia several vears ago, and
among them ware actually several carloads of
black walnut ties—and this wa= at a time when
there was a_distinet demand for black walnut
in the New York markets. Whenever the op-
portunity offered itself these surprising ratlroad
ties were stolan from tie road department by
the carpenters and master mechanios and were
used for cabinet work and made into de k-

At present the best wood availlable for ties
growing in this latitude is the white oak, und
next in value are some of the other oaks and
the chestnut.  In the West the Californta red
wood as been largely used, but the constantly
increasing deinand for this wood for fine uses
renders it more and nore expensive. In the
last faw yoars large quantities of tes made [rom
the long-leaved pine have teen mported trom
Georgia and the South, but it is too =oft to hold
a rail without the use of steel tiesplates,  Other -
wise it stands the wear and weather fairly well
and holds a spike firmly.  The yvellow pine,
however, is not tough enoughb to make it adapi-
able for use on curves and other places where
the traffic is specially severe

Several years ago a certain railroad indulged
in the experiruent of treating tics of various
woods to a creosoting process,  The experis
ment was successful 1o showing that the Life
of ties could b» increased, but it i« rarely car-
ried out on gecount of the great expeotise (-
volved, The bath must be prepared caretally
and the ties soaked for several Snuuru OF even
days, a fact which would compel railroads
to establish vast plants of tholr own or else
deal directly with a trustworthy firm of tie-
painters, 'l)h-' chances of fraud are great,
and the slightly advanced price of ties thus
treated would encourage sonie dealers to shght
the process,  However, il 0o new  materiol
is discovered that {8 feasible for use in ties,
some such development on the l‘"‘"' of rail-
road companies may soon take place,

Artiticlally made ties have thus tur generally
proved failures, Cast iron is too brittle 1o
stand the strain, and a steel tie of suflleient
strength i too rigid and unelasiic, the latter
a very important quality of a good roadbed,
Ties of this deseription have usually been dis-
carded after a brief trial. They are not so
Jong-lived as wood, and their use requires more
care of the roadbed and consequent vxpense,

The question of forestry has been touched npon
It is doubtful whether, at the present prevailing
rieosof ties, it would pay raillroads to buy up
gm.-xn.»t land and raise thelr own ties, It has never
boen tried seriously, and men wise jo the mat-
ter have pronounced it tmpracticable, which
probubly means, by the way, that railroads
are in reality buying their ties at a low tigure,
1t often happens, however, that a railroad will
buy up a wood lot with ties on the stump rather
than have them go to some eager conipetitor

The prices paid for ties vary naturally ac-
cording to loeation and quality.  For flrst
grade white ok 65 cents apieee seems to he
the prevailing figure hercabouts, and this runs
down to 10 or 15 eonts apfece for chestrint culis
A standard tie js &' feet long, 7 inches in thick-
ness and saeinch face, A tree must be nearly,
if not quite, a foot in diameter to cut & Le of
this size, and rarcly nore than one first.clyss
tie may be taken from the same trunk of on oak
on account of the spreading character of the
growth, 1t i8 evident fron this fact that the
numhbor of ties to be produced on an acre of
ground {5 not large, and laree trees ara ot
avallable becanss there is no market for split
ties. At the same time the sale of ties ropre-
sents a groat deal of ruoney to the small farmer
who =imply lets his wood lot run wild and takes
out some hundreds of ties every few yeurs,

The tie-chopper, who was  once  known
throughout rural New York as an expert with
an axe, 18 also threatened with extinction
Armed only with this weapon, he conld trim a
tie in the woods that wonld present straight
and level surfaces. In fact, «a export did
wome of the eralt become that they could pateh
up almost any kind of a tie by “vlugging” and
otherwise hiding its defects, They wers a
gourow of econstant worriment to the railroad
tin inspector, who was [requently fooled into
putting the wrong mark on ties, therehy cone
siderably [nereasing the profits of the wily
woodsman,

A Natural Refrigerator In Summer,
From the Philadelphia Press

Hundreds of people are visiting a hola in the
side of the mountain near Coudersport, in Pot-
ter county, which must be a delightful place in
hot weather, The hole was dug by a man in
search of mineral wealth. The fartier he dug
the colder became the atmosphere A\t the
depth of twenty feet he was cornpellod to ot
The peculiarity of this mine is that about My
fee hegins to form in it and continues 1o fraezn
until October, Thera Is no e in the hole n
winter, The warmer the day, the more ice
there i8 in the mine. On ;x;'[‘l'nuvhllnf the opwn-
fneg on a hot day a strong current of cold nir s
felt. This air becomes more frigid the oloser
one Roes to the cavern. There s no water at
the hottom of the shafr, hut the water dripping
down from its sides freczos,  The ice begin-
form less than a foot from the top .;l.T
the sides of the shaft several inehes \
What cansas the intense cold and where the air
comes from are questions that have not heen
satisfactorily answered,
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FLAMES IN DISMAL SWAMP.

GREAT DESTRUCTION OF TIMBER
BECAUSE OF THE DROUGHT,

A Pall of Smoke Over the Swamp and Laka
That Are Nooe Ton Pleasant at Thelp
Brightes: Some Features of the Reglon,

From the ¢incinnati Enquirer,

NORFOLK, Vo, July 21--Forest fires are
raging in the wreat Dispadl Swamp.  They
are buraing tlereelv in several dillferent parts
of the (ostness o undererowth and
giant  trees that  co o ttute vegetation
SO luxurint that the foot of ynan has nevep
penetrated s remote ornsses,  All
this wood and folinee i« as dree as tinder, a4
the result of wooks of continued scorching
weather how the swamn
took fire is not known, but in oue place the
Sparks from passing locomotives |s thought
to be responsible for the conflagration. Lume
bering parties, careles< with their fire, also
started @ blaze, it {5 stated.  Millions of feet
of the valunble timber of which the swamn
deuded by Noriolk and  Franklin
lumbering concerns will either be consumed
or else damawed to a ruinous extent, This
tmber consists of pine, oak and gkum woods,
and is tremendously valuable. The greater
portion of it s owned by the Camp Manufaos
turing Company, of Franklin, Va.

he flumes now acres, and are
soreadiog  The natives are oat in foree Aghts=
g the flames, where they threaten human
habitations, Just to what extent the fire
will extend is problejuatical, unless radn, of
which there is no present prospeet, could fall
in sufficient quantity to extinguish the fire,
The cites of Norfolk and Portsmouth, situated
quite near the swamp, are not near enough
by several rniies 1o be in any danger, but several
small settlenients may be in danger should
the fire asswme much larger proportions,

On the high ground every few miles through
the great swiap, small farmers have a few
acres of cultivated ground and a home. Some
of these are in danszer, and farwhouses located
along the vdee. of the swanp are not entirely
free trom Goower. Human lle will scarcely
be Jost as a0 restlt of the swanp fire unless
parties of I nould be caught
by the flaune Driven thelr homes in
the rerote fastness of the great Dismal, bears
are beginning to appear about its edges and
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comnit depredations uj vothe furmers' pig
styes, &oo Bear traps are Iwing set by the
tarmers living sround the contines of the swamp,
Ihe smoke 1rom the burting swamp hangs
all over jts vast exteot, o dark pall by day
and o ey cloud by cight. The damage
alroady wroughn by tne flines vaill run twio
hundreds of thousand -, and urless rain or a
ohin of the preveiling breeze's direction
colne Uowill Targely  exceed these flgures,
The Insmal Swarmp has played an important

part in the history of the couptry.  As far back
a< 1o afforded a refuge tor the Indians, who
were belng driven out of the country by the
coloni=ts  The hardy patriots of the Revolu-
tion “ded there when bara pressed by the British,

cansing the swatnp to bhe hardly less famous

than the moras=es in which Marvion and Pickens
took refuge in the Caroling catmpalgn During
the Civil War thousands of slaves took ade

fmpenetrable shades, into which
they were followed after the contest by bands
of Cordederate guerci! s, who heldout for months
after  |oe surrender at Appomatiox. The
Prismnl Swamp has witnessed many a bloody
deed, and u-nfll the woods give forth their tale
ton= of cheap Hteratree might be turned out
abont the scenes of violenee it hias withessed
The lake of the Di=mal swamp is known to
avery ~choonlboy It is the dreatiest streteh of
water in the world. A halt abandoned eanal
runs directly aeross i, with wrecked wvillages,
inhabited mamly by white squattersot the “pore
white trash varety, and the descendants of
ruanway =laves, who have not niade progre<y
along with their brethren of the outer world,
and retain the quaint dress, dialect and religion
of ante-bellum days. The canal 1s only twenty
feet wide and weed grown in the interfor so ni
to be searcely navigable  Lofty trees throw
their arching bonghsoverthe \\nvovwn_\'{r‘lmlmd

vantage ol 1t

totheir tops with aganze-like drapery of tangled
vines Walls of matted reedy ¢ up tha
view on ether side, while thicTg myrtle,

eroen hilirs, hayv and juudper Hang over the
black, narrow streamuntd the boat can scarcely
find n passage between The sky is obseured
most of the vear with dull, leaden clonds, and all
nature is slent, monotanous, deathlike, The
surface of the canal s glas~y smooth, reflecting
the towering trees, the festooned vines and the
pendant moss with the clearness of a mirror

Oceasional glimpses through the thick under«
growth on elther side show extensive pools of
black, shiny water, from which rise the broads-
based evpress, and around them strange cons-
tarted roots, called knees, gnarled and knotted
like <talagmites in a cave. There, upon & e
caved log, you may sea colled a dead enake,
drageged untimely from his retreat by a hungry
ottar or a voracious eagle  As vou pass along
rushing of wings is heard above, and a lazy,
lonthsome buzzard, scared from his perch by
the boat, will saill away over the trees

he towpath = nothing pore vhan a line
of juniper logs, laid along the bank among
the gras= and weeds,  On this the mules tramp
tramp, tramp in_ dead monotony, l‘l’Odde
along to occasional bursts of speed by a sharp
stick in the hands of the pilot ol the canal boat,
who mav reach the stumbling beasts with a
long pole from  his post at the rear, =o narrow
= the water wav. Man and mule seem alike
to be depressed by the unwholesome air and
dreary aspect I'he chance traveller, unused
to the prospect, is charmed with a sense of
novelty at first, but this soon gives way to a
gen=e of monotony, and he, too, hecomes  in-
sensibly & preyv to the emotions which have
earned for this vast morass the sobriguet of
the Dismal Swamp

It wonld be diftienlt to aceurately defina
the limits of the Dismal Swamp. On the Virs
ginla side it oceupies considerable portions
of Nansemond and Princess Anne counties,
and in Nerth Carolina pertions of Gates,
Pasquotank, Camden and Currituck.  Its area
has been estimated at trom 600 1o 1,000 SquUATH
miles.  Lake Drummond Les on the Vieginia
side and near the centre of the swamp. It

i« a pond of eighteen or twenty miles in efrs
euit, about seven miles across mensurad from
it most distant points, and averaging about
eighteen foeot desp. The water of ithe lake
andd of the swamp generally is dark colcred,
Contrary to general opinion, it is tre<h, health=
ful, pleasant 1o the taste, and will keep for an
unlimited time.  Lake Drommeond s twelve
miles from Sutfolk, Va, and twenty-two from
Norfolk, Va

The swamp has afforded a fine fleld for the
lamber industry over sinee tho Civil War, L
prineipal trees are the 2. wlte pine, eFpress

and juniper  The undergrowth,  whie is
viried s n rale, the canse oo annunl forest
fire- Kemainimg dank and soegy during the
winter, when the heavy rains leave sverything
in i< part of Vieginda 'n oo waterssoaked cone
dition, it egrowssurpassingly rich and lnxarions
fn the spring A drv, hot stnmer, snch ns the
hepzinning of the present season, will reduce
the bewildering tangle of grasses, roots and
vines to the finest food  for fire imaginable,

A ereat eonflacration, <neh as i« now raging,
anee started, there is no way to stop it, an

the advancing Munes, hown often by the winds
which sweep aeros< the forest dnto o torrent
of fire, eat up all m ther path with resistless
furv, the insuferchle heat drving the vege-
tation to tinder for miles ahend and preparing
evion thedamper iroes of the merass to he burned
like the mors infamable | ;n.‘wr of the Islands

whitch dot bake Preamrpondd
s undergrowth cons s mainly of the

vollow tustine, the lavrel, myrile and evergreen
Ay I'hie reeds prevail evervwlere, The land
wheare the @am graows i« reclaimable and ver
fertils. Elsewhere the soil i< spongy, halfe

formed peat, fnto which ane may thrast a stick
for ten or twenty feet withant finding bottom,
In dry sea<ons it sometin fire and burns
to o depth of from three to five feet. The peat
jx or wis hefare the Civil War the chief fus] of
the denizens of the swamp, who found it more
portable than wood
I'hie swanmip has always heon a paradise fop
hunters, and despite the inroads made apch
vear sines the Civil War by sportsnien  from all
aver the East and South the smaller game still
abound.  Deer are plenty in scason, and bear
run wild like hogs, of which there are thousandas
fu the swamps, many of them so wild as to attain
the dignity of a boar. Otter. reccoons, pose
snma, pheasants, partridges and wild ducks are
to be found ingreat numbers,  T'he lnkes abound
in tine fresh water flsh, of which tie most
estived are the speckled pere'i. There ara
also a4 number of wild cattle that suhsi<t upon
the leaves and shoots of the reed I'heir flesn
is of a remarkably fine flavor, and thelr farocity
sotetines ronders them extremely dangerous
to the hunter
It s not ta be supposed . however, that this
arness s conmmon hunting ground. to
od with impunity by the ng hunter,
On the contriary, it & nnsafe to venture within
the depths of the forest nniess secompanied Ly
the most resobute and experienced swampers,
and the wild beasts remain most part
undisturbed in thelr gloomy and inaccessihlo
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retreats. Besldes the animinal ' vild fowl
mentioned, the wamp abovunds it the rept oy
and insects common to the surround ne conntry,

The swunip was first develope! in 178 by a3
land corupany, oreanized by W ingten who,
being ot of anoceupation whe ' Juw’xl]uu.
tor stianed at tt el of some gre rprise, sat
hirsself to the Hercole mproving
Virginia. Hix orizin train and
rechidim the entire troet t land tn
f’ostate of egltivation i i led, ow-
fne partly to the Lak of i il partly to the
fact thn! W inton w to sy 1o attend
fo 4! Yhee congmiy e o rodd realized

ViV tom the riel tracty
of tinther an ety grant and paved the -way for
the apprecodte sottlagent s<inee made o o
outskirts of the swamp.
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